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Dialogue A
Saki and Tom are preparing breakfast together.

Saki: Can you get me the milk, please?
Tom: Oh no, we ran out of milk!
Saki: Really? Then let’s have tea instead.

1. What does Tom mean by using the expression “ran out of milk”?
(a) They don’t have any milk left.
(b) They put too much milk in the cup.
(c) They have milk, but it’s past the expiry date.
(d) They spilled the milk on the table.

Dialogue B
Two classmates are talking before a school trip.

Nora: I’ve been sneezing and coughing since yesterday.

Ethan: That’s not a good sign — you might be coming down with a cold.
Nora: Oh no, the class trip is only two days away!

Ethan: Then, you should rest now so you can still go.

2. When Ethan says Nora might be “coming down with a cold,” he means
(a) she is falling down
(b) she is beginning to get sick
(c) she is recovering from an illness
(d) she is planning to visit someone soon

Dialogue C
New employees are talking at a company party.

Chris: Everyone seemed so nervous at the start of the party.

Frank: Yeah, but once Sarah broke the ice with that silly story, people loosened up.
Chris: True! Suddenly everyone was laughing and chatting.

Frank: It’s amazing how a small joke can change the whole atmosphere.

3. When Frank says that Sarah “broke the ice,” he means that
(a) she made the room colder
(b) she broke some ice at the party
(c) she helped people begin feeling more comfortable
(d) she stopped people from speaking altogether

Dialogue D
Alex and Maya are waiting for their job interview results.

Alex: I’'m so anxious about hearing back from the company.

Maya: Same here — I’ve been keeping my fingers crossed all week.
Alex: Let’s hope the results come today.

Maya: Let’s hope for the best.

4. When Maya says she is “keeping her fingers crossed,” she means
(a) she is twisting her fingers
(b) she is making a promise to someone
(c) she is trying to stop something from happening
(d) she is hoping for a positive result

Dialogue E
Two friends are talking about Jenna’s presentation.

Tom: So, what did you think of Jenna’s presentation today?

Jerry: Honestly, I didn’t love it—but I bit my tongue.

Tom: Why? You usually say what you think.

Jerry: She looked really nervous, and I didn’t want to hurt her feelings.

5. When Jerry says he “bit his tongue,” he means .
(a) he held his tongue between his teeth to speak more clearly
(b) he accidentally injured his tongue while talking
(c) he stayed silent instead of saying something he wanted to say
(d) he changed the topic to something funny

Dialogue F

Masa: Did you get the job after the interview yesterday?

Taro: No, the job offer fell through because they chose another person.
Masa: Oh, that's too bad. I hope you find a new job soon.

Taro: Thank you. I will try again next week.

6. What does Taro mean by “fell through”?
(a) The offer was accepted.
(b) The offer was successful.
(c) The offer was cancelled.
(d) The offer was postponed until later.
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7. According to the schedule on their website, the city museum tour at 10 a.m. next

Saturday.
(a) starts (b) had started
(c) started (d) was starting
8. Green City School decided the number of computers in the library next year.

(b) to increase
(d) to be increased

(a) increasing
(c) being increased

9. This is the most inspiring book I’ve ever read.

(a) when (b) who
(c) what (d) that

10. Maria didn’t have time to sleep properly last weekend. , she felt very tired on Monday

morning.
(a) However (b) As a result
(c) In addition (d) Instead
11.If 1 more money, I would buy a plane ticket and go on the trip.
(a) have (b) had
(c) will have (d) am having
12. I think no other city in the country is as Tokyo.

(b) more popular
(d) most popular

(a) very popular
(c) as popular
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Newer stations on Shinkansen lines ( 13 ) Japan are speeding to the head of the line in
popularity among passengers for a variety of reasons, according to a recent survey.
Kanazawa Station in Ishikawa Prefecture emerged as the most favored destination among the
( 14 ) in The Asahi Shimbun survey.

Kanazawa was selected by 26 percent of the respondents to emerge victorious in the fierce
rivalry, with Kurobe-Unazuki-Onsen Station in nearby Toyama Prefecture in fifth at 21
percent--only 5 percentage points ( 15 ) Kanazawa.

The two stations, both situated along the Hokuriku Shinkansen Line, ranked among the top
five ( 16 ), likely buoyed by the novelty of the line’s section between Kanazawa and Tsuruga
in Fukui Prefecture opening in spring 2024.

The Asahi Shimbun survey asked ( 17 ) bullet train stations respondents most wanted to
visit, as people in Japan heavily rely on bullet trains on their long-distance trips for business and
sightseeing.

The high-speed transport network (18 ) its debut in 1964 with a total of 12 stations along
the Tokaido Shinkansen Line that connects Tokyo with Shin-Osaka.

Shinkansen currently carry passengers to 120 stops on 10 lines nationwide. Some of the
establishments are located along conventional lines. In certain areas, smaller Shinkansen cars
are utilized to operate along standard tracks.

The survey sought the views of readers of the Be on Saturday supplement section of the
weekend edition of The Asahi Shimbun.

The 2,378 registered readers were shown a list of the stations and could select as many
favorite facilities as they ( 19 ).

({14 : “Survey: New Shinkansen stations rapidly gain following,” The Asahi Shimbun, July 22, 2025,

truncated and arranged.)

13. (a) across (b) among (c) except (d) via
14. (a) articles (b) lines (c) reasons (d) respondents
15. (a) behind (b) beyond (c) besides (d) better than

16. (a) destinations (b) sections (c) prefectures (d) positions

17. (a) which (b) whose (c) where (d) why

18. (a) made (b) was made (c) has been made  (d) will have made

19. (a) described (b) deserved (c) liked (d) left
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Furusawa Onsen is a small hot spring inn with only seven guest rooms operating in the
city where Hachiko, the world’s most celebrated dog, was born.

Like Hidesaburo Ueno, the agricultural science professor at Tokyo Imperial University
who owned the original Hachiko in the early 20th century, the lodging is a big fan of the Akita
Inu breed and has two of its own, a mother and daughter, who greet guests at the entrance.

The inn had a loyal fanbase welcoming both domestic and foreign guests but fell on hard times
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
It eventually managed to pull through, and the owners, sisters Kaori Kobayashi, 50, and

Katsura Sasaki, 54, are in no doubt that the dogs--Haru, 8, and Hana, 7--saved the day. The

sisters explain to the uninitiated how to interact with dogs before there is any stroking or petting.

But usually, guests need no introductions. The dogs like nothing better than to give newcomers
a sniff or two before cuddling up to them by chairs and sofas in the lobby. Some people visit
simply to feel the warmth of the Akita Inu while others come because they lost their own dogs
and ache to be with one.

Guests often share personal stories as they mingle and play with the animals. About 80
percent of overnight guests stay at the inn to meet Haru and Hana and 60 percent are repeat
customers. Tourists from overseas account for 20 percent.

Kobayashi was still in her 20s when she took over the inn in 1998, having spent four
years working at a hotel in Chiba Prefecture after obtaining a cooking license. Her father died
suddenly two weeks after she got back. Kobayashi relied on her older sister and their mother for
support.

She soon noticed that fewer customers who knew her father were staying at the inn.
Kobayashi acquired Haru in 2017 after a guest expressed surprise there was no place in the city
to see Akita Inu dogs even though it was the birthplace of Hachiko.

At first, people turned up at Furusawa Onsen to take pictures of Haru and left.
Eventually, though, the inn began to attract guests eager for a soak at the hot spring or an
overnight stay. The number of foreign visitors grew after the inn was featured in an in-flight

magazine of Japan Airlines Co. carried on international routes.

Haru gave birth to six puppies in May 2018 after mating with an Akita Inu dog from
Hirosaki, Aomori Prefecture. Because Akita Inu are renowned for their loyalty to their owner,
five of the puppies were quickly put up for adoption before they could form an
attachment, leaving Haru and Hana as mascots of the inn.

Furusawa Onsen’s reputation took off after it caught the media’s fancy. But then the
COVID-19 pandemic hit. The number of guests dwindled as travel restrictions started to bite
and foreign tourists were effectively shut out of Japan.

(Hi# : “How having Akita Inu dogs proved to be a game-changer,” The Asahi Shimbun,
October 13, 2025, truncated and arranged.)

20. Where is Furusawa Onsen located?

(a) In the hometown of Akita prefecture’s governor
(b) In the city where Hachiko was born

(c) Beside Tokyo Imperial University

(d) Near Chiba Prefecture

21. What role do Haru and Hana play at the inn?

(a) They guard the kitchen area.

(b) They greet guests and interact with them.
(c) They lead hiking tours.

(d) They perform tricks during dinner.

22. What percentage of guests stay specifically to meet Haru and Hana?

(a) 20%
(b) 30%
(c) 60%
(d) 80%

23. Why did Kobayashi first decide to acquire Haru in 2017?

(a) In order to start an Akita Inu breeding business at the inn

(b) Because a guest wondered why Hachiko’s hometown has no Akita Inu
(c) To replace an older dog that had passed away a few years before

(d) Because she needed to attract more foreign tourists

24. What helped increase the number of foreign visitors?

(a) The inn launched its own YouTube channel.
(b) The dogs appeared in a television drama.
(c) The inn was featured in a magazine.

(d) A new international airport opened nearby.



25. What impact do Haru and Hana have on many guests?

(a) They remind guests of traditional Japanese customs.
(b) They comfort guests who have lost their own dogs.

(c) They encourage guests to adopt Akita Inu from the inn.
(d) They entertain guests with trained performances.

26. Which of the following is NOT true about guests’ interactions with Haru and Hana?

(a) Many guests come specifically to feel the warmth of the Akita Inu.

(b) Guests often share personal stories as they spend time with the dogs.
(c) The sisters explain how to interact with the dogs before petting begins.
(d) Guests generally avoid touching the dogs.

27. Which of the following best describes the sisters’ attitude toward their dogs?

(a) Practical—Haru and Hana are mainly marketing tools.

(b) Concerned—they worry the dogs may scare guests.

(c) Appreciative—they believe the dogs saved the business.
(d) Unsure—they see some benefits but also many drawbacks.

V.

People have different opinions about where it is better to live — in a city or in the
countryside. Which do you think offers a better life, and why? Explain in about 150 words
in English, giving reasons to support your opinion.

WELHE EHLDIEINLYBWEREELZENTED LENVETH,
Hel-OF 2 L FOEH % 150 GEREORCTHIAL T ZE,

[P, MR, SEEEZRHM L %97]
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Vb D% (a) ~ W) Hd 1 D2BULHI L, Lisa forgot her friend’s birthday, so she is talking with her brother about it.

Dialogue A
Mila and Leo are talking about a new neighbor.

Mila: Our new neighbor’s name is Daniel Miller.

Leo: That name rings a bell — I feel like I’ve heard it before.

Mila: Maybe he’s the same Daniel who helped us with the theater project in college.
Leo: Oh right! Now I remember — he was part of our stage crew.

1. When Leo says that name “rings a bell,” he means
(a) he is making the sound of a bell
(b) he thinks the name sounds familiar
(c) he is trying to wake someone up from sleep
(d) he is starting a ceremony

Dialogue B

Two friends are doing homework together.

Zoe: Knock it off, Sam! Your singing is distracting me.
Sam: Okay, okay, I'll stop.

Zoe: Thanks — I need to finish this math exercise.
Sam: Got it. I’ll stay quiet until you’re done.

2. When Zoe says, “knock it off,” she means
(a) Sam should break something
(b) Sam should stop doing something
(c) Sam should push something down
(d) Sam should finish the math problem

Dialogue C
Ken and Rina are talking after class.

Ken: How was Mr. Brown’s class today?

Rina: It was okay, but he went on about his trip to Australia as usual, for half the class.

Ken: Oh, he really loves talking about that!

3. When Rina says, “went on about,” she means
(a) Mr. Brown planned to go to Australia again
(b) Mr. Brown had been in Australia for a long time
(c) Mr. Brown read a book about Australia again
(d) Mr. Brown talked about the trip for a long time

Lisa: Oh no, I forgot Anna’s birthday yesterday!
Ben: That’s too bad.

Lisa: I’ll take her to lunch to make up for it.
Ben: Good idea. She’ll be happy!

4. What does Lisa mean by “make up for”?
(a) To do something nice after a mistake
(b) To forget something again
(c) To cook lunch by herself
(d) To make a plan for her birthday

Dialogue E
Taro and Mika are talking about their classmate.

Taro: Ken didn’t do his homework again!
Mika: Really? Did the teacher say anything?
Taro: No, he got away with it this time.
Mika: Wow, he’s lucky!

5. What does Taro mean by “got away with it”?
(a) He avoided getting in trouble.
(b) He finished his homework early.
(c) He helped someone with homework.
(d) He was absent from school.

Dialogue F
Two friends are talking about a noisy apartment.

Jake: That construction noise outside is unbearable.

Casey: I feel the same way. It goes on from morning to night.
Jake: I don’t know how you manage to stay calm.

Casey: Honestly, I don’t have a choice — I just put up with it.

6. What does Casey mean by “put up with”?
(a) She must build the apartment higher to block the sound.
(b) She must complain to the workers about the sound.
(c) She must stop the construction work immediately.
(d) She must tolerate the noise even though it’s unpleasant.
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7.1 for over an hour before he finally arrived.

(a) would wait
(c) had been waiting

(b) have been waiting
(d) have waited

8. I’'m not sure, but it rain later, so take an umbrella.

(a) shall (b) must
(c) might (d) will

9. I don’t understand the reason

(a) why (b) which
(c) whose (d) who

10. You should submit the form now. , you might lose your place.

(a) Therefore (b) Otherwise
(c) However (d) Meanwhile

11. If you had studied harder, you the exam.
(a) had passed (b) would pass
(c) would have passed (d) passed

12. I think the pizza at our cafeteria is the food I have ever eaten.

(b) delicious
(d) most delicious

(a) as delicious
(c) more delicious

the director decided to change the ending of the film.

. X013 ~ 19 OEFANDIDICRLBEYIEEE (a) ~ @) HH1E
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City officials are attempting to combat a return of graffiti marring Arashiyama’s bamboo
forest, one of Kyoto’s most beloved tourist destinations. A recent inspection revealed graffiti
carved ( 13 ) about 350 stalks along the scenic walkway that winds through a dense bamboo
forest in the northern area of Tenryuji temple, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Most of the graffiti was in Roman letters, but there were also a few instances of Japanese
and Chinese characters ( 14 ) Hangul. The damage was caused during the rebound in
tourist numbers after the COVID-19 pandemic, city officials said.

According to municipal officials, half of the grove is city-owned and has an estimated
7,000 bamboo stalks growing across the 2.3-hectare plot.

Officials ( 15 ) that deep etchings can kill the plant and cause bamboo to fall over. They
are now considering cutting down the most severely damaged stalks while urging tourists to
behave ( 16 ). Experts at the Kyoto Botanical Gardens note that carving into bamboo causes
permanent damage.

The local tourism community has ( 17 ) by covering the graffiti with green tape, a
makeshift solution that compromises the forest’s natural beauty.

Graffiti was also a major ( 18 ) in 2018 that prompted members of the local tourism
community and monks from Tenryuji temple to launch a public anti-defacement campaign.
Fewer tourists during the pandemic meant fewer incidents, but the amount of graffiti has rapidly
increased since this spring, particularly during the summer months.

“We hope visitors will carve their memories of Arashiyama into their ( 19 ), not into
the bamboo,” said Keisuke Ishikawa, who heads a group of local shop owners.

(H# : “Kyoto struggling with tourists defacing beloved bamboo forest,” The Asahi Shimbun, October 15,

2025, truncated and arranged.)

13. (a) by (b) with (c) into (d) from

14. (a) in spite of (b) according to (c) more than (d) as well as

15. (a) warn (b) ignore (c) teach (d) respect

16. (a) incorrectly (b) responsibly (c) thoughtlessly (d) rapidly

17. (a) restored (b) replaced (c) responded (d) rejected

18. (a) issue (b) idea (c) solution (d) disagreement
19. (a) hands (b) hearts (c) words (d) pictures
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With the domestic game market valued at more than ¥2 trillion, there is a need for talent
from a diverse range of fields, including programmers, specialists in visual effects and music,
and producers who can lead overseas expansion. Related university majors and courses are
expected to attract students, as creating video games is one of the most popular jobs among
students.

In July, Tokyo University of the Arts announced that it would establish the Games and
Interactive Arts Department under its Graduate School of Film and New Media in April 2026
and offer a master’s program. The university considers video games a “new, integrated art form
of the modern era.” Digital technologies related to game visuals, musical expression and
programming, among other skills, will be studied in the program, which will have an enrollment
capacity of 20.

According to Mitsuko Okamoto, professor of anime and game planning and production,
understanding the bone structure of a human body is essential when designing and animating
characters just like sketching, for instance. “The more advanced games become, the more
essential it is to have an artistic foundation,” Okamoto said at a press conference.

Katsuhiko Hibino, president of the university, said, “At this crucial moment, when
Japanese video games need to be promoted globally, it is important to conduct research on
games from a perspective unique to the university.”

In the 1980s, when the Famicom family computer video game console went on sale, game
creators were primarily programming engineers. As game consoles became more advanced, a
division of labor appeared, including dedicated personnel to create elaborate computer graphics,
produce background music and sound effects, and develop ideas. In and after the 2000s, the
market expanded with the growing popularity of online video games. Intellectual property
strategies related to film adaptation and production of character merchandise, for instance, have
also gained importance.”

“Large-scale video games cannot be made by engineers alone,” said a representative of

Famitsu Group, which publishes a gaming magazine. “To keep pace with the intensifying

competition in this area from countries like China and South Korea, we need talented people
capable of working effectively in a team.”

The size of the domestic market was ¥2.5855 trillion in 2024, almost double the value
from a decade ago, according to the Famitsu Game Hakusho 2025, a yearbook on the video
game industry. Outside of Japan, the global gaming market grew to ¥31 trillion, with East Asian
countries, including China and South Korea, accounting for the largest share at 44.1%.

According to the government’s New Cool Japan Strategy compiled in June last year,
Japanese video games and other content are regarded as one of the nation’s core industries. The
overseas market for Japanese content is ¥5.8 trillion, exceeding the ¥5.5 trillion export value of
semiconductors.

Game creator is now the most popular career choice among elementary and junior high
school boys, according to a survey conducted last year by the Tokyo-based Computer
Entertainment Supplier’s Association, which was formed by video game production companies
and others. The survey asked 3,689 elementary to high school students nationwide which jobs
they wanted to have in the future.

(H:81 : “Universities keen to train video game creators as market growth sees no end,” The
Japan News by The Yomiuri Shimbun, October 13, 2025, truncated and arranged.)

20. Which of the following became more important in the 2000s?

(a) Large-scale video games

(b) Home console repair skills

(c) Intellectual property strategies
(d) Traditional animation skills

21. According to the Famitsu Game Hakusho 2025, what was the size of the video game market
in Japan in 2024?

(a) 31 trillion yen
(b) 5.8 trillion yen
(c) 5.5 trillion yen
(d) 2.5855 trillion yen

22. What is one reason universities are increasing efforts to train video game creators?

(a) The decline of the domestic game market

(b) The need for a wide range of talent in the industry
(c) The shortage of programming languages

(d) The demand for programming engineers



23. In the passage, the expression keep pace is closest in meaning to:

(a) Move at the same speed
(b) Move more quickly

(c) Move more slowly

(d) Stop moving

24. According to Professor Mitsuko Okamoto, what is important for designing and animating
characters?

(a) Knowledge of visual effects
(b) Understanding human bone structure
(c) Familiarity with video game consoles
(d) Skill with foreign languages

25. Which of the following is NOT true about the new program at Tokyo University of the Arts?

(a) It will begin in April 2026.

(b) It will be part of the Graduate School of Film and New Media.
(c) It will enroll 50 students each year.

(d) It treats video games as a new form of art.

26. Who described video games as a “new, integrated art form of the modern era”?

(a) Mitsuko Okamoto

(b) Katsuhiko Hibino

(c) A representative of Famitsu Group
(d) Tokyo University of the Arts

27. What is the main reason Japanese universities are expanding programs for game creation?

(a) The government requires some universities to teach programming.
(b) The game market size is slowly decreasing.

(c) The industry needs highly trained talent to stay competitive.

(d) Students are losing interest in other creative fields.

Many people think that success depends mainly on natural talent, while others believe
that effort is more important. Still others think that talent and effort are equally
important. What do you think? Give your opinion and explain it using examples from
your own experience.

BIT DIt Fo TAENAEFRENBEETHDL EEZDIABVIUE, BhHo
FEIONBEETHDHEEZEXDABNET, LI, FREEEBNOWMGNEETH
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V  (People have different opinions about where it is better to live — in a city or in the countryside.
Which do you think offers a better life, and why? Explain in about 150 words in English, giving

reasons to support your opinion.)

I think living in the countryside is better for a happy life. First, the air is clean and the environment is
quiet. This helps people feel relaxed and stay healthy. In cities, there is a lot of noise and pollution, so
it is easy to feel tired or stressed. Second, people in the countryside are often kind and friendly. They
know their neighbors and help each other, so life feels warm and safe. Third, life is slower, and this
gives more time for family, hobbies, and rest. This is especially good for children and older people. Of
course, cities have many shops, schools, hospitals, and jobs, so they are very convenient. However, 1
believe that a peaceful environment and strong human relationships are more important than

convenience. For these reasons, I think the countryside is a better place to live and enjoy everyday life.

(HEE) [REAHRZEE - FELEREM] —MER (I1H)

I 1b 2b 3d 4a 5a 6d

I 7c¢c 8c¢c 9a 10b 1lc 12d

I 13c 14d 15a 16b 17c¢ 18a 19b

NV 20c 21d 22b 23a 24b 25c¢ 26d 27c

V  (Many people think that success depends mainly on natural talent, while others believe that effort
is more important. Still others think that talent and effort are equally important. What do you

think? Give your opinion and explain it using examples from your own experience.)

I think both talent and effort are important for success, but effort is more important. Talent can help
people learn things quickly, but it is not enough by itself. Without effort, people cannot improve their
skills. For example, when I studied English, I was not very good at speaking at first. I often made
mistakes and felt shy. However, I practiced every day by reading aloud, listening to English, and
talking with my friends. Little by little, I became more confident and could speak better. This
experience taught me that effort can change ability over time. Of course, people with natural talent
may learn faster, but they also need to work hard to succeed. In my opinion, anyone can improve and
achieve their goals if they continue to make steady effort. Therefore, effort plays the most important

role in success.
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