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Children Living with Two Languages and Cultures:

How can they be helped to be more successful in Japan’s educational system?
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Abstract

This article is based on this writer’s oral presentation at the fifth
symposium held on 15 February 2014 by the Faculty of Child Development
and Education, Toyama University of International Studies. The purpose of
the article 1s to discuss ways of helping those children from outside Japan to
be more active and successful in Japan’s educational system. For this purpose,
this study first looks into children’s language development, mainly by
reference to the “developmental interdependence hypothesis” by James
Cummins (1979). It then examines what should be done under a new
government policy to be enacted in April 2014 for the development of
teaching Japanese as a second language (JSL) in primary schools and junior
high schools. The points summarized in the last section are: 1) the need for a
better understanding of children’s language development and the many years
necessary for the development of their study-related language proficiency;
2) important matters for the development of teaching JSL at primary schools,
such as regularly using an assessment tool and a balanced way of combining
the instruction in a JSL class with that in a regular class; 3) the importance
of the mother tongue and its practical implications for home and school
education; 4) how information on the child’s age on arrival should be
interpreted; and 5) more social ways of supporting both children from outside

Japan and Japanese children.
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