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1. Can you help me with this application?

(a) What do you do?

(b) What's the problem?

(c) Do you have any idea?
(d) How are you getting on?

2. Oh, you're late to class again!

(a) I really apologize.

(b) What's happened?

(¢) I'm not in your class.

(d) The early bird catches the worm.

3. Do you mind if I open the window?

(a) No, not at all.
(b) I'm sorry, I can't.
(c) That window can't be repaired.

(d) T'l see you at the opening ceremony.

4. We're going to a movie this weekend. Do you want to join us?

(a) Sounds great—TI love that kind of food!

(b) T was too busy to take a break last weekend.
(¢) Not usually—only once or twice a week.
(d) T'd love to, but I have a test the next day.

Where are you going to study abroad?

(a) I always wanted to talk with more native speakers.
(b) I'd like to go for three months or longer if I can.

(c) I need to talk to my parents before I decide.

(d) I think it's a great way to improve my language skills.

I didn’t see you in class today.

(a) Did you find him later?

(b) I was sitting in the back.

(c) That's because class is cancelled tomorrow.
(d) Sure, see you then!

WD 7~ 12 DZEWIIAND DI b #EY2FEN % (2) ~ (d) »»H5—2FEY
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They our schedules last week.

(a) change (b) changed

(c) to change (d) changing

The game was called because of the heavy rain.
(a) in (b) off

(c) on (d) out

I see two cars in the parking lot. is yours?

(a) Who (b) Whose

(c) What (d) Which



10.

11.

12.

my friends live in Tokyo.

(a) Almost of (b) Almost
(c) Most of (d) Most

You should not leave an email message from your teacher

(a) unanswer (b) unanswered

(c) unanswering (d) to unanswer

This pair of vintage jeans is regular ones.
(a) as ten times expensive as (b) ten times as expensive as
(c) as expensive as ten times (d) expensive as ten times as

M. KD 13~ 19 DZEHHZAND DIH D B RFEE (a) ~ (d) 25—,
LEZER SR SV,

Fourteen-year-old go* prodigy Sumire Nakamura is preparing to take her powerful game to
South Korea and ( 13 ) against the best players in the world. And similar to baseball two-
way superstar Shohei Ohtani’s jump to the major leagues, success overseas could be a boon
for the ancient game in Japan. “( 14 ) Shohei Ohtani in baseball, her achievements (in South

Korea) will further develop interest in go in Japan,” said one go player in Japan.

Sources said Nakamura is planning to transfer her professional status to South Korea. South
Korea is home to the top go player in the world, Shin Jin-seo, as well as the ( 15 ) female
go professional, Choi Jeong. In 2019, then 9-year old Nakamura was invited to South Korea
to play against ( 16 ) idol Choi before starting her professional career in Japan. The South
Korean champion crushed Nakamura.

Nakamura has already ( 17 ) an application to the Korea Baduk Association for registration
as a visiting go player. If the application is accepted, Nakamura would be the first go player
to transfer out of Japan. The Nihon Ki-in (Japan Go Association) has already consented to
Nakamura moving to South Korea. The association in April 2019 made an exception with
Nakamura and allowed her to turn pro when she was ( 18 ) 10 on the grounds that she had
the potential to become the world's best.

In February, she became the youngest title holder ( 19 ) she won the Women's Kisei title
match at only 13 years and 11 months.

(Hi 4 : The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch  2023.09.11)

*Notes go: FE:

13, (a) defeat (b) speak (c) compete (d) lean

14.  (a)As (b) Like (c) To (d) For

15.  (a) strongest (b) furthest (c) highest (d) funniest
16.  (a) one’s (b) his (c) our (d) her

17.  (a) employed (b) discarded (c) canceled (d) submitted
18.  (a)only (b) probably (c) also (d) often

19.  (a)but (b) when (c) unless (d) although
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Rickshaw comes from a Japanese word that means “human-powered vehicle.” The
vehicle was first used in 19th-century Japan and then in other Asian countries to transport
passengers. Rickshaw pullers are traditionally male. Through social media, some Japanese
women are drawn to the profession. And now, they have developed a strong local and

international following.

Yuka Akimoto is one of the women who have chosen to pull rickshaws in Tokyo. “T don't
deny it was extremely hard at the beginning,” Akimoto said, as the rickshaw can weigh up
to 250 kg. “T'm not athletic and the cart felt so heavy.” Now, she says she loves her job and
wants to work as long as she is physically able. She wears a small sign that reads: “I don't

want to give up.”

Akimoto joined Tokyo Rickshaw two years ago. The company mainly operates in the
Asakusa area, where many people visit. The company says about a third of their 90 pullers
are now women. They are seeking more females to work for the company. “The first girl who
joined was cool,” said Tokyo Rickshaw President Ryuta Nishio. “Since we posted videos
of her on social media, many girls have followed... and joined us.” Nishio said he wants to

create a place where women feel at ease and can be involved.

Rickshaw pullers wear special, traditional clothing on their feet. The pullers walk or run
an average of 20 km a day, no matter the weather. In addition to being physically strong,
rickshaw pullers must know a lot about Tokyo. They also need to communicate with visitors

who want to see the city.

The most popular pullers earn over 1 million yen (about $6,700) a month. That is three times
the national average. Tokyo Rickshaw noted that less than 10 percent of all applicants are
offered a job. The pullers actively use social media to increase their popularity. They want

people to request them personally and repeat rides.

It was those social media posts that influenced college student Yumeka Sakurai to join
Tokyo Rickshaw. “I've watched many videos of women training hard and becoming
rickshaw drivers themselves. They gave me confidence that I could do it too if I tried

hard,” the 20-year-old said. Sakurai’s friends and family disapproved of her choice. But

after four months of training, she says she feels pleasure pulling passengers in her rickshaw.

Shiori Yano is 29 years old. She has been pulling rickshaws for nine years. (1)She balances the
demands of the job and her family. She took a four-year break after having a child. She now

works the rickshaw for eight hours a day, hurrying to pick up her daughter from childcare

before going home to cook dinner and do housework.

“This job looked flashy from the outside but I've had some hard times, including when I
was rejected in favor of a male driver,” Yano said. Still, she says she will continue to work

because she enjoys it.

(Hi 4 : “Japanese women drawn to rickshaw pulling,” VOA
Learning English, October 1, 2023, truncated.)

20.  According to the passage, rickshaw is a kind of

(a) job.

(b) transportation.
(c) person.

(d) media.

21. Which of the following is true about Yuka Akimoto?

(a) She did not think that pulling a rickshaw was difficult at first.
(b) She became an athlete after pulling a 250 kg rickshaw.
(c) She has decided to give up working as a rickshaw puller.

(d) She wants to be a rickshaw puller for as long as possible.



22.

23.

24.

25.

According to the passage, how many female pullers work for Tokyo Rickshaw?

(a) Around 3.

(b) Around 30.
(c) Around 45.
(d) Around 90.

In the passage, what is NOT listed as important for a rickshaw puller?

(a) Physical strength.
(b) A knowledge of Tokyo.
(¢) Multilingual ability.

(d) Communication skill.

Which of the following about Yumeka Sakurai is NOT mentioned in the passage?

(a) She joined Tokyo Rickshaw instead of going to college.

(b) Her friends did not agree with her choice to become a rickshaw driver.
(c) She enjoys working as a rickshaw driver.

(d) She became interested in rickshaw because of social media.

Which of the following is true about Shiori Yano?

(a) She has been pulling rickshaws since she was 29 years old.
(b) She works in childcare for 8 hours a day.

(¢) In the evening, she works as a professional cook.

(d) After having a child, she did not work full-time for 4 years.

26.

217.

V.

The underlined sentence (a)[She balances the demands of the job and her family.] is

closest in meaning to:

(a) Because of her job, she cannot spend enough time with her family.
(b) She would rather pull a rickshaw than do housework.

(c) When she had a child, she took a break from work.

(d) For her, her job and her family are equally important.

According to the passage, rickshaw pullers can

(a) make more money than the national average.

(b) pay customers personally to ride their rickshaws.

(c) use social media to learn about Tokyo.

(d) cook dinner and do housework while pulling a rickshaw.

How have you changed the most from the time you were a first-year junior high school

student until now? Explain in about 150 words in English how you were before, and

why and how you have changed.

FZIEEDEENSETTT, HERIEP—FLEDLoDIIEALRLEIAT
FTOPLURNEED B o7z, R, EDXHIIEboOh% 150 FERE
DI THIA L 7% S\,
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Could you please give me a wake-up call?

(a) Never mind.

(b) Only after you.

(c) Sure thing. I'll do that.

(d) Will you be awake at that time?

It's been a while since we last met.
(a) Yes, I met you.

(b) No, thank you.

(c) How have you been?

(d) Have you been at the meeting?

When does your internship at the hotel start?

(a) Customers can check in from 6 P.M.

(b) Every year during summer vacation.

(c) It lasts from the first to the middle of March.

(d) I learned a lot about the hotel business.

Please let me know if you need any help.

(a) When do you need it?
(b) Thank you so much.
(c) What can I do for you?
(d) You can help yourself.

May I use your textbook? I forgot mine.

(a) Not that I know of—let me check.

(b) Sure, here it is. Thank you for loaning it.

(c) There are a few extra pencils on the teacher’s desk.
(d) To be honest, I left mine at home, too.

I don’t know why, but I'm feeling a little sick today.
(a) Maybe you'd better go home.
(b) The answer is in the back of the book.

(c) I'm not sure, but I think today is a holiday.
(d) Have you tried calling them again?

KD T~ 12 DEWIAND DIZF S FY R FENZ (a) ~ (d) 2> 5 —D2 RV
%3\,

to the library when I saw you yesterday?

(a) Have you gone (b) Have you been going
(c) Are you going (d) Were you going
When I went back to my hometown this summer, I came an old friend

on the street.

(a) across (b) beside
(c) into (d) with
Work hard you will succeed.

(a) and (b) but
(c) or (d) yet



10.

11.

12.

Please don't forget the door when you leave the house.
(a) lock (b) locked

(c) locking (d) to lock

I think that Japanese is one of the difficult languages.

(a) so (b) most

(c) much (d) almost

with her sister, she is more cautious and tries to avoid risks.

(a) Compare (b) Comparing
(c¢) Compared (d) To compare

M. &RD 13~ 19 DZWICANS DIZH S Y 2FEE () ~ (d) 2»H—2F,
LEZ TR SR S\,

CHEFRICET S HIC X D FSUIFIZE L £9)

(Hi# : “The world's best tourism villages in 2023,
” BBC.com, October 31, 2023, truncated and adapted.)

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

(a) named
(a) takes
(a)it

(a) for

(a) where
(a) visit
(a) thank

(b) directed
(b) makes
(b) him

(b) at

(b) what
(b) snow

(b) surprise

(c) located (d) pulled
(c) gives (d) causes
(c) her (d) them
(c) of (d) in

(c) when (d) which
(c) hotel (d) plan

(c) appreciate (d) impress
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An artificial intelligence-powered suitcase being developed to guide visually impaired people
is slowly moving toward taking over the roles of white canes and guide dogs, researchers
said. They are now at the difficult stage of making the robotic suitcase on wheels usable in

both indoor and outdoor environments.

During an experiment in September, the smart suitcase guided Chieko Asakawa, director of
the National Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation (Miraikan), to the nearest station
from her workplace in Tokyo's Koto Ward. Asakawa, who is visually impaired and often
takes business trips on her own, is one of the developers of the suitcase. She thought it would
be convenient if her suitcase could automatically show her the way, and she believed that
visually impaired people could go out more freely and safely if a robotic suitcase took over
the roles of white canes or guide dogs.

Initial research into the suitcase started around 2017 in the United States. In Japan, IBM
Japan, Shimizu Corp. and other companies joined the project to conduct indoor experiments
at New Chitose Airport in Hokkaido and elsewhere. One hurdle in seamlessly moving the
suitcase from indoor to outdoor spaces is that it needs large wheels and a motor to overcome
steps and other outdoor obstacles, according to the researchers.

In addition, the suitcase uses two largely different methods to determine its location.

Indoors, it uses a light detection and ranging (LiDAR) system to detect obstacles with laser
light. In outdoor settings, it employs the real-time kinematic (RTK) satellite positioning
system. It is difficult for the Al-assisted suitcase to use both systems while calculating its
location, planning a route and helping users to move between indoor and outdoor spaces or
guiding them through a crowd.

The outdoor edition of the Al-powered suitcase is about 100 centimeters tall, including
its handle, and 50 cm wide. It is equipped with a camera and a sensor on the upper part,
while a personal computer and a graphic processing unit are installed inside to run the Al
system. Weighing about 30 kilograms, the suitcase can move at a top speed of 3.6 kph.

The demo experiment performed in accordance with the Road Traffic Law showed the
challenges that must be addressed. While guiding Asakawa, who had a white cane, the
suitcase’s wheels got caught on automatic doors and lost traction on braille blocks*.

The project team aims to put the smart suitcase into practical use at airports, hospitals and
other facilities by March 2027. “I hope that many people experience how robots like the Al
suitcase can help them, and that it will become common knowledge in society,” Asakawa
said.

(Hi# © The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch  2023.09.11)

*Notes braille blocks: HF-7 1 v 7

20.  Inthe passage, the phrase “white canes and guide dogs” means:

(a) innovative techniques for providing guidance in airports.
(b) special vehicles designed for visually impaired people.

(c) traditional aids for those who have problems with eyesight.
(d) social roles of people who were involved in the experiment.

21.  According to researchers, the main problems with the suitcase are

(a) multiple methods to determine location and the need for better equipment to
overcome obstacles.

(b) transferring the suitcase from indoor to outdoor areas and lack of equipment to
determine location.

(c) insufficient number of researchers and people willing to participate in
experiments.

(d) the parameters of the suitcase and its manufacturing cost.

22.  According to the passage, who participated in the experiments with the robotic
suitcase in September?

(a) a New Chitose airport worker

(b) an employee of IBM Japan

(c) a top person in one of the museums in Tokyo

(d) a visually impaired patient from the United States



23.

24.

25.

26.

Chieko Asakawa believes that

(a) in the future AI will become widespread in society.

(b) researchers should be more open to the use of robots.

(c) our society will need more scientists.

(d) Al-powered suitcases will not be a substitute for guide dogs.

What does an Al-powered suitcase NOT have?

(a)aPC
(b) a white cane
(c) a handle

(d) a camera and a sensor

According to the passage,

(a) Al-assisted suitcases will be sold out by March 2027.

(b) for the practical application of the robotic suitcase, its size should be changed.

(c) New Chitose Airport is one of the sites for conducting indoor experiments.

(d) the experiment with the equipment for visually impaired people will take place
in Tokyo.

What is NOT mentioned in the passage?

(a) A robotic suitcase was invented in the United States.

(b) An AT suitcase was not perfect during the experiment.

(c) Chieko Asakawa frequently goes on solo business trips.

(d) A robotic suitcase uses two different systems for its location detection.

217.

V.

What is the main idea of this passage?

(a) Experiments should be performed in accordance with the Road Traffic Law.

(b) New suitcases will be equipped with a LIDAR system to detect obstacles with
laser light.

(c) Initial research into the suitcase for visually impaired people started in the United
States.

(d) Researchers are developing a robotic suitcase that can be put to practical use.

If you were given one million yen, how would you like to spend it? Describe your plan
and the reason for it.

100 FADFICA 9726, HEEF0BEE E)FNTWTTh, b7z
DTS EZFOMEEE 150 FBREOHEILTHFEI L3V,
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(How have you changed the most from the time you were a first-year junior high school

<< HH~

student until now? Explain in about 150 words in English how you were before, and why

and how you have changed.)

When 1 first entered junior high school, I was very shy. It was hard to speak up in class
or make new friends. I preferred to spend time alone, reading books and staying away from any
school activities. My first year was lonely and uneventful. However, as time went by, I realized
that T was missing out on many opportunities to learn and grow. With encouragement from my
teachers and classmates, I began to participate more in class discussions and joined the school's
science club. These experiences helped me to develop my communication skills and taught me
the value of teamwork. Now, as a high school student, I am much more confident and outgoing.
I enjoy working with others on projects and have an interesting group of friends. This change
has not only made my school life more fulfilling but has also prepared me for future challenges.

(Z5E) [RAHSEE - FELEHFH] —M#Ek (BH)

lc 2¢c 3c 4b 5d 6a

7d 8a 9a 10d 1lb 12c¢

13c¢ 14b 15d 16a 17d 18a 19c

20c 2la 22c 23a 24b 25c¢ 26a 27d

(If you were given one million yen, how would you like to spend it? Describe your plan

S = I

and the reason for it.)

If I were given one million yen, I would like to spend it on a trip around Japan with my
family. We have not traveled much because it is expensive and also because of Covid-19. This
money can help us see many places and learn about different local cultures in Japan. We would
visit famous cities like Kyoto, Osaka, and Hokkaido. In Kyoto, we can see beautiful old temples.
In Osaka, we can try delicious food like okonomiyaki and takoyaki. Hokkaido is great for nature,
so we can enjoy mountains and lakes. I would also like to visit places that are not so famous as
well. This trip is important because it can give us time to be together and have fun. We can
make good memories. Also, traveling can help me learn more about my own country. I think

this is a good way to use one million yen.
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